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I would ask that RI's leadership remove any further steps to put in place difficult
obstacles to those of us who are, or who have family members who are facing
community based care over institutional care.

With 30 years in healthcare, some of which were spent in the developmental disabilities
arena and over 20 in the cardiovascular care and stroke care arena, | find it revolting that
these vital support programs will be cut and curtailed. In addition to community based
care cuts, we are looking at cuts to respite care, which often is the only thing preventing
families who are overwhelmed with care of a disabled family member at home from
giving up and institutionalizing their loved one.

We simply must revisit this action regarding the 1115 waiver extension. With leadership
above that of many states in the area of care to our aged, chronically ill and disabled,
how can we let the state of this care disintegrate into what could be compared to the
state of disrepair of our roads, bridges and infrastructure. As we recognize these as
priorities, may we also recognize our brothers and sisters, too. People first. Always
first. Those in need and those of us who care for them.

Thank you for hearing my plea.

Nancy Thomas
President, Tapestry Communications

former, VP Communications Landmark Medical Center

former, Director of News Media Relations, American Heart Association
co-founder, Mended Hearts of RI, Landmark & South County Hospital
past member, Rl Governor's Commission on Disabilities (2006-2011)
former Executive Director, Rl Society for Autistic Children and Adults

Cranston, RI



