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We made revisions to the Assessment tools based on feedback and comments sent to us by March 4, 2015.  Below are the responses to question/comments and edits we made to the tool. 

 
1) Where is the link to the summary of the rules mentioned on the first page of each tool? 
 
Answer: The following link was added to the first page of each tool. 
http://www.medicaid.gov/Medicaid-CHIP-Program-Information/By-Topics/Long-Term-Services-and-Supports/Home-and-Community-Based-Services/Home-and-Community-Based-Services.html

 
2) Can each assessment tool be labeled?
 
Answer: Each tool is now labeled Residential and Non-Residential Assessment tools.
 
3) Can we add question(s) about capacity?
 
Answer: When meeting with each Department involved, all Departments reported they were in the process of developing a separate form or instrument to address this issue.  Thus, capacity was not added to the instrument.
 
4) Can the state better define this phrase: " The individual has a lease or other legally enforceable agreement providing similar protections."  
 
Answer: As part of the provider self-assessment process, the state will review provider documents and meet with providers to review if their current documents are in compliance with this issue.
 
5)  Are all licensed residential providers being sent the survey and being asked to respond (group homes, assisted living, etc.)? Or, is this just for those currently providing Medicaid funded services. If this includes private facilities, what is the incentive for them to respond? 
 
Answer: The survey/assessment tool is being used for  settings for Medicaid funded services under the 1115 Waiver.
 
6) Can a change be made to have the tools reflect a group of individuals as opposed to being individual specific?

Answer:  Suggested edits were made to the tool so that the tool reflects a group response in a setting as opposed to an individual response in a setting. 
7) Re-writing this question to ask “Does the individual have a written agreement regarding housing occupancy, which describes the circumstances when the individual’s occupancy could be terminated, provides for advance notice of the reasons for terminating occupancy, and provides the individual with the opportunity for a hearing before an impartial decision-maker before termination can occur?” 
 
 Answer: The edit was not made but the comment is important and is to be reviewed by the state team in discussing housing and lease agreements as we consider making changes to policies and our system going forward.
 
8) Can the state clarify the term public institution in Question 1, bullet point 2 on both tools?

Answer: Both tools were changed, as recommended, to publicly-funded health care institutions.  
 
9) Request to change Question 1 bullet point 4 on both tools. Does the individual come and go at any time? 
 
Answer:  Per the recommendation both tools were changed to reflect, do individuals schedule his/her days of service and or arrival and departure times based on his or her preferences?
 
10) Question 3 on the Non-Residential tool- Is the individual employed or does the individual attend day services outside of the setting? 
 
Answer:  No change was made, further discussion can occur when meeting with the state and reviewing the assessment process.
 
11) Question 7: Bullet Point 2 on the Non-Residential and Residential Tool: Can the individual explain the process to develop and update his/her plan?   
 
Answer: Chosen representative was added as recommended to both tools.
 
12) Question 8: Bullet Point 2: Was the individual given opportunities to visit other settings?  Is this question necessary?
 
Answer: Question is necessary to ensure client choice of their current setting
 
13) Question 10: Bullet Point 2 / (Question 18 Bullet Point 3 in residential Assessment): Does the setting ensure that there are no gates, Velcro strips, locked doors, or other barriers preventing individuals’ entrance to or exit from certain areas of the setting?
 
Answer: Change was not made to this section. The comment section of the assessment tool can be used to clarify any areas of concern.
 
14) Question 11 / Question 19 Bullet Point 3 in the residential Assessment: Does the plan include a description of the condition that is directly proportional to the assessed need, data to support ongoing effectiveness of the intervention, time limits for periodic reviews to determine the ongoing necessity of the modification, informed individual consent, and assurance that the intervention will not cause the individual harm?   

Answer: Change was made to both assessment tools to add the word information.

